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STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES

FUEL TRANSFER

1. Sound tanks.
a. “T” handle to open tank top is in engine room next to after engine room access ladder – at shoulder level.

b. Use measuring stick on starboard tank that is stored next to after engine room access ladder.

c. Port side measuring stick is in engine room against port fuel tank.

d. Each stick is calibrated to 450 gallons

e. If measuring just the starboard side, add twenty (20) gallons to total.  Port side usually has 20 gallons more than the starboard side due to slight list caused by generator.

f. Always have oil absorbent rags on deck when opening a tank top.

2. Record fuel level in engine room log.

a. Example:  350 gallons starboard side, 720 gallons total

3. Clean measuring stick off and put back in engine room.
4. Fly red flag while fueling.

5. Fill tank through starboard tank – same place where you sound tank.

6. A fast fill is less likely to foam.

7. Always maintain a watch while fueling.

a. Place oil absorbent rags around tank opening with an extra layer towards the outboard side and stern.

b. Never walk away from open tank – whether fueling or not.

8. As fuel level nears top, slow down fuel transfer rate.  A quick stop will cause fuel to “surge” in tank and may overflow.

9. If filling completely, take as much as possible.  The top of the tank is the deck.

10.  When finished, have attendant shut off valve at pump, then, drain hose.

11.  Wipe hose end off with oil absorbent rag and hold end with rag (covering outlet) until attendant takes hose from you.

12.  Cover tank, but don’t screw down.  Wait several minutes for fuel to equalize in both tanks through crossover pipe, then open and sound tank again.  Secure cover.

13.  Clean up area around tank cover.  Dispose of any soiled rags in engine room’s metal waste bucket.

14. Record fuel level in engine room log.

15. Record fuel amount taken, as well as price, in engine room log.
16.  If you are unsure of anything, stop and ask a crew member or call the office.
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