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Navigation and Communication Equipment Inspection
· VHF radio (33 CFR 164.72(a)(3), 33 CFR 26.03)

· Second marine VHF radio (33 CFR 164.72(a)(3), 33 CFR 26.03(e) and (f))

· Capability of connecting a VHF to battery backup:  At least one VHF radio required under 33 CFR 164.72(a)(3) must be installed at the operating station in the pilothouse and connected to a properly operating battery backup.

· Handheld VHF radio:  Each towing vessel must have at least one properly operating handheld VHF radio.

· Navigation lights (COLREGS, 33 CFR Part 84)  Each towing vessel must have navigation lights in accordance with the Navigation Rules for its area of operation, including compliance with Annex I, Positioning and Technical Details for lights and shapes (33 CFR 84).

· Whistle and bell (COLREGS Rule 33) (33 CFR Part 86):  Each towing vessel must have a whistle and bell in accordance with the Navigation Rules for its area of operation, including compliance with Annex III, Technical Details of Sound Signal Appliances (33 CFR 86).

· Radar (33 CFR 164.72(a)(1))

· Second radar:  Each towing vessel that operates on oceans, near coastal, or Great Lakes routes more than 12 miles from shore must be equipped with a second radar. The second radar must meet the requirements of the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) specified by 47 CFR part 80, and RTCM Standard for Marine Radar Equipment Installed on Ships of Less Than 300 Tons Gross Tonnage, RTCM Paper 71-95/SC112-STD, Version 1.1, display Category II and stabilization Category Bravo.

· Fathometer (except Western Rivers) (33 CFR 164.72(a)(5))

· Search light (33 CFR 164.72(a)(2))

· GPS (satellite navigation receiver) or LORAN (33 CFR 164.72(a)(6))

· Magnetic compass (33 CFR 164.72(a)(4))

· Swing meter (Western Rivers only) (33 CFR 164.72(a)(4))

· Alternative means of determining course and direction (33 CFR 164.72(a)(1)(ii)(B))

· AIS (33 CFR 164.46)

· Rudder angle indicator or means to visually indicate rudder position:  Each towing vessel must be equipped with a rudder angle indicator if it is fitted with non-followup steering gear. Towing vessels fitted with follow- up type steering are not required to have a separate rudder angle indicator as long as the position of the towing vessel’s rudders is appropriately indicated by the relative position of the steering levers.

· Onboard crew communications:  Each towing vessel must have an internal communication system or other means of communication that allows the vessel operator to communicate with crewmembers on watch.

· Means of ensuring visibility through pilothouse windows:  Each towing vessel must have a means of ensuring that the windows immediately forward of the steering station in the wheelhouse allow for adequate visibility to ensure safe navigation.

· Emergency communications capability:  Each towing vessel must maintain an emergency communications capability appropriate for the vessel’s area of operation.

· Maintenance and failure of navigation equipment:  The requirements for maintenance and failure of navigation equipment at 33 CFR 164.82 shall apply to all of the navigation and communication equipment required under items above.
	[image: image2.png]



	16192 Coastal Highway    Lewes, DE  19958
617-839-0897
info@intracoastaltransportation.com
http://www.intracoastaltransportation.com



[image: image1.png][image: image2.png]