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Manning and Watchstanding

· Minimum watch complement:  Each towing vessel engaged in towing operations shall have a licensed master. If operations exceed 12 hours, an additional licensed officer (master, mate, or pilot) must be added or an alternate relief crew provided. One licensed officer and one additional crewmember must be on duty at all times while the vessel is underway. These requirements shall be posted on the vessel’s Certificate of Inspection.

     Additional manning shall be provided as specified in the vessel’s safety management system, taking into account the following factors: applicable law and regulation; number, size, and type of barges to be towed; towing route; safety of personnel, equipment, and environment; service in which the tow is engaged; functional duties required of crew in addition to standard navigation; configuration of vessel superstructure, deck, and engine room; extent of automation; size and power of equipment used; prevailing environmental/climatic conditions; and, experience of crew.

· Working hours:  Existing work hour requirements for persons operating towing vessels (46 USC 8104(h), or 46 USC 8104(c) for Great Lakes towing vessels) remain in effect.  Except as provided under 46 USC 8104(h) or 46 USC 8104(c), no crewmember on a towing vessel may work more than 15 hours in any 24- hour period or more than 42 hours in a 72-hour period, except in an emergency or drill.
· Watches (46 CFR 15.705)

· Vessel operator(s) properly licensed and endorsed for vessel route (46 CFR 15.610)

· Discharges and shipping articles (46 CFR Part 14)

· Vessel crew properly documented (46 CFR 12.02-7)

· Drug and alcohol testing (46 CFR Part 16)

· Operating a vessel while intoxicated (33 CFR 95.015 and 95.020)

· Navigation underway (33 CFR 164.78)

· Tests, inspections, and voyage planning (33 CFR 164.80)

Training

· Fire fighting (46 CFR 27.209)

· PIC for oil transfers (33 CFR 155.710(e))

· Fire fighting certificate for oceans towing license (46 CFR 10.205(g)(3))

· First Aid and CPR certificates for towing license (46 CFR 10.205(h))

· Radar Observer (46 CFR 10.480)

Safety and Health

· Posted safety notices/placards/warning signs

· Cargo knowledge based on barge service (e.g., Subchapters N, D, O)

· Benzene (where applicable based on barge service)
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