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Firefighting and Lifesaving Inspections

Firefighting

a) Fire detection system to detect engine room fires (46 CFR 27.203)

b) General alarm (46 CFR 27.201)

c) Internal communication system (46 CFR 27.205)

d) Hand-portable fire extinguishers (46 CFR 25.30, 27.303, 27.305)

e) Semi-portable fire extinguishing systems (as applicable) (46 CFR 27.303 and 27.305)

f) Fixed fire extinguishing systems (as applicable) (46 CFR 27.303 and 27.305)

g) Fixed fire pump and fire main, with hoses and nozzles (46 CFR 27.301)

h) Portable fire pump with hose and nozzle (46 CFR 27.301(e))

i) Remote engine fuel shutoff valve (46 CFR 27.207)

j) Remote starter for fire pump (46 CFR 27.301(a)(2))

k) Fire axe

Each towing vessel must be equipped with at least one fire axe that is readily accessible for use from the exterior of the vessel.

Smoke alarms to protect all sleeping spaces:   Each towing vessel must be equipped with a means to detect smoke in the sleeping spaces and lounges that will alert individuals in those spaces. This can be accomplished via an installed detection system or by using individual battery operated detectors. Detection systems or individual detectors must be kept in operational condition at all times.
Heat or flame detector in galley:  Each towing vessel constructed after the effective date of the regulations and equipped with a galley must have a heat or flame detector with an audible alarm at the primary operating station.
(Galley=a space containing appliances with cooking surfaces that may exceed 250 degrees Fahrenheit).

Remote manual engine shutdown:  Each towing vessel constructed after the effective date of the regulations must have a remote manual main engine shutdown for each main engine and auxiliary generator engine, which can be operated from a location outside the machinery space where the engines are located. The required fuel shutoff may serve as this shutdown if each engine is fitted independently.
Placarded storage area appropriate for flammable products:
A towing vessel that has paints, coatings, or other flammable products on board must have a designated storage area for unopened containers of flammable products. Previously opened containers of flammable products must be kept in a steel storage locker that is marked as containing flammable products, located away from ignition sources, and protected by a nearby fire extinguisher.

Lifesaving

a) Coast Guard-approved life preservers (46 CFR 25.25-5(b) & (c))

b) Coast Guard-approved ring buoy (46 CFR 25.25-5(d))

c) Coast Guard-approved work vests (46 CFR 26.30)

d) Emergency Position Indicating Radio Beacon (EPIRB) (46 CFR 25.26)

e) Visual Distress Signals

Each towing vessel operating on oceans, near coastal, or Great Lakes routes must carry six red flares and six smoke distress signals. Each towing vessel operating on lakes, bays, and sounds must carry three red flares and three smoke distress signals.

First aid kit/trauma kit:
Each towing vessel must be equipped with an industrial type first aid cabinet/kit appropriate to size of the crew. A vessel operating on oceans, near coastal, or Great Lakes routes must have a means to take blood pressure readings, splints for broken bones, and large bandages for serious wounds.

Emergency lighting:  Each towing vessel must be equipped with sufficient lighting to illuminate escape routes in the  event of a power loss. Emergency lighting may be automatic, battery-operated with a duration sufficient to allow the crew to escape, or non-electric, phosphorescent adhesive lighting strips that mark escape routes to the exits.
Immersion suits:
Each towing vessel operating on oceans, near coastal, or Great Lakes routes whose voyage takes it above Latitude 32 degrees North must carry an appropriately sized immersion (survival) suit for each person onboard.

Inflatable life raft:  Each towing vessel operating on oceans, near coastal, or Great Lakes routes more than one mile from shore must carry an inflatable life raft appropriate for the number of persons onboard.
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